92                   To William Langley                 [i767

ham factions, finding the mischief they had done themselves
by disunion on Friday last, have tried to repair their error j
and yesterday, giving only a few hours' notice, got a petition
presented by an East India Director against the order for
printing their papers. Charles Townshend, though adver-
tised, kept away; but Mr. Con way proposed that on
Wednesday (to-morrow) the Directors should name the
dangerous papers, and did not doubt but the House would
forbear printing them. This matter was fought stiffly till
nine at night, Mr. Conway never spoke so well, nor
Grrenville so insolently; challenging the administration
to battle on any set day. He will not, I trust, be so eager
for such a day now. We divided one hundred and eighty
against one hundred and forty-seven. You will say this
victory was not great enough ; but a court that can stand
a defeat from two hundred and six, and has a majority of
thirty-three on the next question, is not playing a losing
game. The King is firm ; Lord Bute's friends warm ; and
the calculators of chances probably now disposed to bet on
the side of the ministry. I have not time to say more*
Hope the best.

1165.   To WILLIAM

SIR,                                        Arlington Street, March IS, 1767.

The declining state of my health, and a wish of retiring
from all public business, have, for some tim% made me
think of not offering my service again to the town of Lynn,
as one of their representatives in Parliament. I was even
on the point, above eighteen months ago, of obtaining to
have my seat vacated, by one of those temporary places,
often bestowed for that purpose : but I thought it more
respectful, and more consonant to the great and singular
obligations I have to the Corporation and town of Lynn,Backing-t to waive, others to saw their
